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WHAT TS CLAIMED IS; 

i- . Aft optical cunuTiuni cation unit provided in an apparati 



executing communication using optical signals comprising 

a light emitting section for emitting optical signals; 
5 a driving section for driving said light/ emitting 

section; 

a control section for changing a driving force of said 
driving section; and 

a switching section for giving An instruction for 
10 changing a driving force to said control section. 
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2 . An optical communication 
wherein said control section ch^ftge 
by said light emitting s« 
section . 



ction as a/ 



it according to claim 1; 
a quantity of light emitted 
e of said driving 



3. Ah optical communication unit according to claim 1; 
wherein said control section changes a transmission speed of 
an optical signal as a driving force to said driving section. 
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4. An /optical communication unit according to claim 1; 
whereii/ said . switching section - gives an instruction for 
switching a driving force to said control section by detecting 
connection between an optical signal and an apparatus as a 
rination — f-crr — bransiuission ■ — 
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r$z — Ah — optica l — cuiiULiuiiiuci Lloti mil L anuiding — lu claim — irp 

wherein said switching section gives an instruction ^£or 
switching a driving force to said control section by detecting 
connection between an apparatus as a receiver of an/optical 
signal and an optical cable unit for transferring Jrtie optical 
signal . 

6. An optical conimunicatiop^5nit^Acco<£ding to claim 1; 
wherein said switching sect/on has a seXs\r for outputting a 
change instruction signal/to said conj^rol section by detecting 
connection • 



7. An optical conuAuni cation uni^/ ac|c^ claim 1; 
wherein said switching section has/a hardware switch for giving 

15 an instruction for char^i^g-^driving force to said driving 
section, 

8. An optical/ communication unit according to claim 1 
further comprising a light receiving section for receiving an 

20 optical "signal 
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9. fyh optical communication unit according to claim 8; 
wherein said light receiving section and said light emitting 
s> ^ L i o n arc cuveLbtd wiLli a -h rthp 1 ph . s 
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TrtT. — optical — uuuuttmiicdLiuii — unit — according — to claii 
further comprising an optical f ilt^^-f^r^c^Ttting off a visual 
light on a ligiUt-^^ETi to (said liTgfctt emitj>rffg section as well 
to G ai-d-^ Light receiving s e eti enrr 



11. An optical communication unit provided in an apparatus 
for executing communication by using optical signals 
comprising: 

a light emitting section for transmitting ary' optical 
signal to an apparatus as a communicating partner 

a light receiving section for receiving an/5ptical signal 
from said apparatus as a communicating partner; and 

a shielding section for preventirKj incidence of an 
optical signal from said light emitting section to said light 
receiving section . 

12. Ah optical communicatioi/ unit according to claim 11 
further comprising a connecting section with an optical cable 
unit, said optical communication unit transmitting and 
receiving signals to and/rrom said apparatus as a communicating 
partner via said optical cable unit. 



13. An optical/ communication unit according to claim 11 
further compri/sing an optical filter for cutting off a visual 
light on a ]Aght path to said light emitting section as well 
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as to said light receiving section. 

14. An optical communication unit provided between 
apparatuses each executing / optical communication and 
5 transferring an optical signal comprising: 

an optical cable for transferring an optical signal; and 
a signal transmitting/'receiving section comprising a 
connecting section providecy at the edge of said optical cable 
for connection to said apparatuses, a light receiving section 
10 for receiving an optical/ signal from said apparatuses and 
transmitting the optical/signal through said optical cable; and 
a light emitting sectic&n for transmitting the optical signal 
transmitted via said ybptical cable to said apparatus. 

15 15. An optical communication unit according to claim 14; 
wherein said optical cable. has a pair of paths for transferring 
optical' signals in different directions respectively. 

16. An optical communication unit according to claim 15 
20 comprising a shielding section for preventing incidence of an 
optical signal from said light emitting section to said light 
receiving section. 

unit according to claim 14; 
section comprises a first 
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17. An optical communication 
wherein said light receiving 
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converging lens for converging an optical signal from saitd 
apparatus and sending the signal into said optical cable, ^and 
said light emitting section comprises a second converging' lens 
for converging an optical signal transmitted through said 
5 optical cable and sending the optical signal to said apparatus. 

18. An optical communication unit according /to claim 14; 
wherein said light receiving section /has a first 
modulating/demodulating section for receiving an optical 

10 signal transmitted from said apparatus, converting the optical 
signal to an electric signal and also for demodulating said 
electric signal to a light signal and sending the optical signal 
into said optical cable; and / 

said light emitting /section has a second 

15 modulating/demodulating section for receiving the optical 
signal transferred through sa/ld optical cable and converting 
the optical signal to an/ electric signal and also for 
demodulating said electric signal to an optical signal and 
transmitting the optica/1 signal to said apparatus. 

20 " / 

19. An optical communication unit according to claim 17; 
wherein said light/ receiving section and said light emitting 
section are covered with a same lens. 
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20. An optical communication unit according to claim L4; 
wherein said light receiving section has a circuit changing an 
available area thereof according to a coiranunicatioryspeed of 

21. An optical communication unit according to claim 14; 
wherein' said light receiving section has/a circuit changing an 
available area thereof according to a/transmission distance of 
an optical signal. / 

22. An optical communication unit according to claim 14; 
wherein said light receiving section and said light emitting 
section are integratecr to each other, and at the same "time are 
covered with, a piece of converging lens. 

23. An optical communication unit according to claim 14; 
wherein' said light receiving section and said light emitting 
section/comprise a single converging lens for converging an 
optical signal from said apparatus as well as from said optical 
cable. 



85 



